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Bridging our Native Communities with Education: 

The TLCEE Program 



Why we should create opportunities for our Native 

and Tribal Communities

Processes of globalization and government policy make new demands on 

Native Communities, while at the same time Native are reasserting Native 

identity, culture, and community in an environment of continuous 

endangerments to their political autonomy and culture.  Only an education 

program that researches Native issues and trains leaders and community 

members with contemporary knowledge and brings the skills of higher education 

to Native communities will help in supporting native nation building and 

continuity. (Duane Champagne, Ph.D. Dept. of Sociology, UCLA) 



Tribal Learning Community & Educational 

Exchange, UCLA School of Law

ÅCreated in 2003 through an 

endowment from the San Manuel 

Band of Mission Indians. Officially 

opening in 2004

ÅOur mission is ñto serve our 

Native American Community 

through our Native peoplesô 

perspectives, that are both tribally 

and culturally respectful, and will 

allow the pursuit of a greater 

future for all, through our 

educational exchange.ò  



TLCEE Summary of Goals and Objectives

TLCEE's goals can be summarized as 

follows

ÅDevelopment of relevant courses for 

delivery to the Native community 

Å Collaboration with Native community 

members and traditional knowledge 

bearers;

Å A focus on enhancing Native 

governance and nation building; and 

Å The creation of pipeline programs 

that encourage and support Native 

Students to pursue and enroll in 

university level courses at UCLA.



Utilizing community outreach and needs with university 

expectations: Developing our TLCEE Pipeline Project


